Munisa Mohamed-Maawy: Job Searching Success at the Library

hen Munisa Mohamed-Maawy first moved to San

Diego last year from Nairobi, Kenya, she was

excited to start a new life with her recent husband.
With substantial managerial and clerical experience, and a
Bachelors of Science from the University of Toronto in

Canada, Munisa assumed she would have little difficulty
finding a new job.
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was doing wrong and was getting very frustrated being at Library with giving her the tools she

home all day long. Since | love books so much, a friend needed to get a job.
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Munisa visited the North University Community Branch Library - her first Library in the United States ¢ and
was immediately put to work assisting with shelving and clerical needs.

Several months later, Munisa saw a flier for a free job searching and
LG KFa o060SSy resume class at the branch library. The class was taught by Dr.
Adolpho Sanchez, Ph.D., a longtime San Diego resident with more
have these free services. than 30 years experience in human resources and staffing.

The Library gave me the During her first class, Munisa was amazed by how much

.c x A A B information Adolpho offered and how great the differences were

u2zta L YSSR between job searching in Kenya and the United States. She has

since learned how to create a powerful resume, dz& S G KS [ A 0 NJ |
computers to research and apply for jobs and has found helpful

Library books on job searching and resume building. She also participates in mock interviews with Adolpho

and her fellow classmates.

Gae NRBfS Aa (2 3AAPS 220 aSSTSNR GKS G22fta FyR (NI A
who chose to offer his free program at the Library to ensure it was accessible for the entire community.
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With new knowledge and training, Munisa is now receiving regular call backs and is confident she will find the
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her cultural divide.

For more information on the job searching program at the North University Community Branch Library, please
call 858-581-9637. To support a similar program at your branch library, contact the San Diego Public Library
Foundation at 619-238-6636 or donate now.


http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=8820+Judicial+Drive&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92122&country=US
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php

Gracia Molina de Pick: A History of Giving

points around the globe without meeting people with

stories about how Gracia Molina de Pick has touched their
lives. Her accomplishments in championing feminist, Chicana and
human rights are legendary and part of her lasting legacy.

You cannot travel far in Logan Heights, San Diego or many
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establishment of The Gracia Molina de Pick & Richard Allen Pick
Endowment Fund, which supports the Logan Heights Branch
Library and its education and literacy programming for

generations to come.
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love for libraries and my earnest desire to insure access to those in  Gracia Molina de Pick celebrates the

a traditionally underserved community that prompted my gift. | grand opening of the Logan Heights

am delighted that children have access to the beautiful Logan Branch Library with artist Robert Salas.

Heights Library, and it is my hope that others will contribute
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Gracia was born in Mexico City into a family of political reformers.
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home (where she also met Diego Rivera) and learned from Frida,
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others will contribute
financially to provide for

p A . i This lesson helped shape her future.
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Gracia attended the Feminist University in Mexico City. She met
Richard A. Pick, an American visiting Mexico City on business, and in
1957 they married and moved to San Diego. Gracia worked as a
teacher and mentor to Mexican American students in National City, co-founded IMPACT, a grassroots
organization fighting for the civil rights of Mexican-Americans, and taught Peace Corps recruits at San Diego
State College. As a San Diego Mesa College tenured professor Gracia developed a program that gave birth to
the first Chicano Studies Department in a community college. She was also founding faculty member of what
is now Thurgood Marshall College at UCSD.
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California and San Diego Democratic Party, California Rural Legal Assistance and the Centro Cultural de la Raza.

To ensure a healthy Library system for our community now and for years to come, please call the Library
Foundation at 619-238-6638 or donate now.


http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=567++South+28th+St&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92113&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=567++South+28th+St&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92113&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php

Maria Gonzalez: My Tale of Literacy

y n the day my 10-year-old son Manuel asked for help with 1\”;
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his work. Of course, the next day he complained that he
got the answers wrong. | knew those errors were my fault. | felt so bad
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tutoring at READ/San Diego while attending a program for new :
mothers, but placing that call was the hardest, most embarrassing 2
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placed me at the 3" grade level. |

0One month later, READ/San Diego found me a tutor, the sweetest
lady | know. Our first year together was about learning only the basics:
reading, writing and spelling. The biggest obstacle was (and still is) that Following her participation in the

| think in Spanish fi’rst. Angther problem was tvhat | was in denial, Librarydés READ/ Sa A
assdzYy Ayd UKIFU Ye NBIFRAYy3I aiAftfa program, Mira Gonzalez passed 2 KSY
G2 €SINYy GeLAy3aI L ¢FydSR G2 NherGED,foundajobandbecame R 6
and frustrating. | continued anyway with the tutor, though, andeven @cti ve in her chi

added a computer typing program.

After two more years, my new reading skills allowed me to pass my
, . . U.S. Citizenship test, which boosted my self esteem so high that |

o Ke most important thing decided to study for a GED. READ/San Diego helped again by
providing a math tutor. The day | passed all my GED tests | was so
happy that | applied for the Navy Reserve and several months later

to me is that | can now

read and understand my passed that test too. All thanks to my tutor and four years of
. o 5 READ/San Diego support. After a three-month computer course, |
UKNBS | AR®O graduated with a typing certificate of 47 wpm, perfect attendance

and competency in Word, Excel, Lotus and WordPerfect. | was hired
for a new job.

My accomplishments inspired my husband to go back to school, become a U.S. Citizen, pass the GED and

qualify for the Navy Reserve. Both of us are now going to college. Mygoalin g NA GAy 3 Y& &ai2NBX ¢
encouragement, is to let the world know the importance of literacy and how it affected my life and family.
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brother and sister, who had the benefit of my reading to them, have been successful throughout their

education.

For more information on READ/San Diego, please call 619-527-5475. To support READ/San Diego or any other
Library programs, please call the Library Foundation at 619-238-6638 or donate now.


https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/literacyservices
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php

Angel and Evelia Herrerra: Early Childhood Literacy Computers

Logan Heights Branch Library and North Clairemont i
Branch Library are helping young children gain a valuable *
introduction to reading, learning and literacy concepts. :

| he Early Childhood Literacy Workstations at the new

North Clairemont

G¢KS f A0 N NE Q3| BranchManager,
Sharon
phonics game helped prepare Thomerson,

“ « A reports that the
Ye azyz ! y3Ista workstation at
her branch is
always busy. She
has seen the
benefits of the workstations first hand, with Angel Herrerra, a
five-year-old boy who has regularly visited the Library for story =
times and craft programs since he was infant. Angel was very  Five-year-old Angel Herrerra and his

reserved and quiet. In fact, he had not spoken a word in his mother, Evelia, use the phonics learning
many visits to the Library. At least not until he started using tool at the North Clairemont Branch
the special work station. Library.

GL NBOSyi(f e &l theriktathe Libréylrantl heyivas chitting away 2ke a little bird. Very
FYAYFGSR | yR SE LINEsked hisghSthee, EveliakaboNtRhjs change She daid it was due to
the Early Literacy Computerd ¢

To support technology in the San Diego Public Library, please call the Library Foundation at 619-238-6638 or
donate now.


http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=567++South+28th+St&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92113&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=4616+Clairemont+Dr&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92117&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=4616+Clairemont+Dr&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92117&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php

Connie Unger: Creative Volunteer Takes Friends Book Sales Online

4 ring your expertise and energy and you can find a way to
a YEGOK At G2 F ySSR b (KS
volunteer Connie Unger. Connie has lived this mantra the
past 18 years as a dedicated library volunteer.
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says. She became involved because she recognized the importance of / b -
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Connie helped lead efforts to raise money for the Scripps Miramar Ranch
Branch Library, which opened in 1993, and served as the second
president of the newly formed Scripps Ranch Friends of the Library.

. . Connie Unger uses her créativity}
The Ungers then moved to La Jolla in 1999, where Connie began and strong business sense to

volunteering at the La Jolla/Riford Branch Library. i mprove the Frie
Library used book sales.

Connie quickly noticed that many of the books donated to the La Jolla
Friends used book sales were top-quality books. She believed they could fetch more if auctioned online.
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energy and you can find a Over the past five years, Connie has helped facilitate the sale of

more than 1,000 books on eBay, earning $15,000 in sales for the
Library.

way to match it to a need
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impact of those sales is doubled.

If you would like to join Connie in supporting the Library, please call the Library Foundation at 619-238-6638
or donate now.


http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=10301+Scripps+Lake+Dr&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92131&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=10301+Scripps+Lake+Dr&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92131&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=7555+Draper+Ave&city=La+Jolla&state=CA&zipcode=92037&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php

Bob Perez: Adult Literacy Instruction at the Library

t 88, Bob Perez is enjoying life. He is retired from a successful
career in construction, delights in regular bike rides and working

on his home of more than 60 years, and is often visited by his
four children and several grandchildren. Recently, though, Bob decided
there was one thing still missing from his life ¢ an education.

Growing up during the Great Depression in the 1930s in a small farming
community outside of Los Angeles, Bob was required to stop school
after only a few years to work with his family. While his childhood
employment taught him many of the skills he would need to succeed in
construction later in life, Bob was forced to adopt a variety of coping

mechanisms to overcome his illiteracy. Eighty-eight-year-old Bob Perez

proves you can gain literacy skills
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Following several years in the Navy, Bob settled in San Diego in 1945.

. .,. “ 2 KAETS AG gl a fglea a2YSGKAYy3 KS
aL 320 Ye FA that he decided to pursue an education.
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check out books for very young children, take them home and try to

read them. One day, a Librarian asked me who the books were for,
YR 6KSY L LRAYGSR (2 YeaStFr akKS G2ftR YS [o62dzi w9

READ/San Diego is a free adult literacy instruction service provided by the San Diego Public Library. Each year,

READ/San Diego assists more than 1,000 adult students from various backgrounds and learning levels. The
American Library Associatiz y NB OSy Gt & NBO23ayAl SR GKS aSNBAOS I a (F
5SLI NIYSyld 2F 9RdzOF GA2Yy yIFYSR Al | aY2RSt LINBINI Yob:
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to get to work with Bob and to witness the evolution of his goals and perspective on life. | would encourage

anyone with a need to use thisproa NI Y & ¢

While Bob acknowledges there are challenges that come with beginning an education at such a late age, he is
confident the program can help anyone who is looking to improve their literacy skills. & , 2 dz + NB Yy S@SNJ
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For more information on READ/San Diego, please call 619-527-5475. To support the program, contact the San
Diego Public Library Foundation at 619-238-6636 or donate now.


http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=9005+Aero+Dr&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92123&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/literacyservices
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php

Judy Eby: Bringing a Love of Music and Education to the Library

passionate about music and education, committed to
giving back to her community and a tireless and
enthusiastic volunteer who leads by example.
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Those who know Judy describe her love of music and her
fondness for sharing it with the community. Judy has founded
numerous library choirs and musical ensembles and started a
middle school chorus and high school ensemble at the Point
Loma/Hervey Branch Library.
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essence of what libraries are about ¢ helping people of all Judy Eby leads a story time at the annual
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To further support musical programming, Judy and her late husband,

dTo me, this is the essence Richard, generously donated a piano to the Point Loma/Hervey
Branch Library in 2003. Recently, Judy also donated a piano for the
of what libraries are about Haas Community Room at the new Logan Heights Branch Library,
. naming the piano in honor of longtime Logan Heights Library
G helping people of all ages volunteer Connie Zuniga. Judy also had the forethought to establish

endowment funds for maintaining the pianos.

to continue to grow and
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Carnegie Society Members, formally including the Library in their

estate plans.
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To learn more about becoming a Carnegie Society Member and supporting the Library, please call the Library
Foundation at 619-238-6638 or donate now.


http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?address=3701+Voltaire+St&city=San%20Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92107&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?address=3701+Voltaire+St&city=San%20Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92107&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=567++South+28th+St&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92113&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/waystohelp/endowments
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/waystohelp/carnegie
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php
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aria Federico brings her youngest children to
the Valencia Park/Malcolm X Branch Library
twice a month to attend the Families for

Literary programs (FFL) ¢ an activity that is making a big
difference for her son, Oscar Acevedo.
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says. When he received a book from FFL, Maria told staff, -
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down since! He took it to school the next day and | have

to tell him to put it aside so he can go to sleep. But |
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FFL is operated by READ/San Diego> U K5 dwdrd N‘]Oscar Acevedo shows a strawberry snack craft

winning adult literacy program, and introduces low- ~ po made at a recent Families for Literacy event.
services. It teaches parents and grandparents to be a helping the entire family read more.

child's first and foremost teacher.

Enrolled families attend classes twice a month and are
0Oscar loved the book of poetry so encouraged to read at home. However, many homes,
- N . P particularly those with low-literate adults, do not have
YdzOKXKS KFayQu LY OokAt R w @ad. With a generous grant from
QUALCOMM, approximately 500 children and
parents/caregiverst 110 families in allt recently

and | have to tell him to put it received 3,000 new books to build home libraries.

He took it to school the next day

aside so he can go to sleep. But | Showing that the program is for the entire family, Maria

A - v , even brings three-month-old Anna Victoria to class. As a
NEItfeyRBPYDQLYYA?Z mother, she is excited and pleased with how much the
program is helping all of them. As a result of attending
the family literacy program, Maria has more patience
and more confidence as a parent and proudly reports
0KFGwhoteB IKSAET & NBI Ra Y2NB®§

is reading.€

To help support the Families for Literacy program or other literacy programs at the Library, please call the
Library Foundation at 619-238-6638 or donate now.


http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=5148+Market+St&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92114&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/literacyservices
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/literacyservices
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/literacyservices
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php

Harle G. Montgomery: A Legacy of Support

Ithough Harle G. Montgomery lives in the same

neighborhood where she spent her childhood ¢ La Jolla ¢

her influence and impact have reached far beyond San
Diego. Through the Kenneth and Harle Montgomery Foundation,
she generously contributes to numerous organizations, including
the San Diego Public Library. Above all, it is her visionary
leadership and willingness to be at the forefront of change that
has had a profound influence on our community.

The Kenneth and Harle Montgomery Foundation's $1 million gift
was instrumental in the renovation of the La Jolla/Riford Branch

Library in 2004, and in 2008 Harle helped launch the San Diego Harle G. Montgomery has been
Children's Book Festivalt a free event that educated and instrumental in strengthening Library

enriched more than 12,000 people in its two years of existence. ~ programs and services to benefit the
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OThe library has always

been central to my life. L (i ¢
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young families have access
to literacy, learning and all
that the library has to
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areas in addition to the Schon Center.

San Diego community.
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Harle has also had a profound impact on the library through her
connection with Dr. Isabel Schon, the preeminent researcher and
reviewer of Spanish language and culture books for youth.
Through Harle's strategic leadership and financial commitment,
the Isabel Schon International Center for Spanish Books for Youth

4G GKS {lFy 5AS8S32 tdzftAO [AO
access to thousands of high-quality Spanish-language books.
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Harle is also excited about the progress with the New Central
Library, which will include greatly expanded children and teen

G{ Yy 5AS 3dasshitiiand desen@sMIeRtral Library which can support the needs of the entire
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deserve the chance to better themselves, and the new library will greatly expand opportunities for all San
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To join Harle in supporting the Library, call the Library Foundation at 619-238-6638 or donate now.
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http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=7555+Draper+Ave&city=La+Jolla&state=CA&zipcode=92037&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=7555+Draper+Ave&city=La+Jolla&state=CA&zipcode=92037&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/bookfestival
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/bookfestival
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/schon
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/centrallibrary/aboutproject
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/centrallibrary/aboutproject
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php

