
Munisa Mohamed-Maawy: Job Searching Success at the Library 
 

hen Munisa Mohamed-Maawy first moved to San 
Diego last year from Nairobi, Kenya, she was 
excited to start a new life with her recent husband. 

With substantial managerial and clerical experience, and a 
Bachelors of Science from the University of Toronto in 
Canada, Munisa assumed she would have little difficulty 
finding a new job. 
 
άL ǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рл ǊŜǎǳƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 
ŦŜǿ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎΣέ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ aǳƴƛǎŀΦ άL ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ what I 
was doing wrong and was getting very frustrated being at 
home all day long. Since I love books so much, a friend 
ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ L ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΦέ 
 
Munisa visited the North University Community Branch Library - her first Library in the United States ς and 
was immediately put to work assisting with shelving and clerical needs. 
 

Several months later, Munisa saw a flier for a free job searching and 
resume class at the branch library. The class was taught by Dr. 
Adolpho Sanchez, Ph.D., a longtime San Diego resident with more 
than 30 years experience in human resources and staffing.  
 
During her first class, Munisa was amazed by how much 
information Adolpho offered and how great the differences were 
between job searching in Kenya and the United States. She has 
since learned how to create a powerful resume, ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ 
computers to research and apply for jobs and has found helpful 

Library books on job searching and resume building. She also participates in mock interviews with Adolpho 
and her fellow classmates. 
 
άaȅ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ Ƨƻō ǎŜŜƪŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƘƻǇŜέ ǎŀȅǎ !ŘƻƭǇƘƻΣ 
who chose to offer his free program at the Library to ensure it was accessible for the entire community. 
ά[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ƨƻō Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ L ŀƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ Ƨƻō ǎŜŜƪŜǊǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ 
of resources at the Library to ensure they are ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŜǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦέ 
 
With new knowledge and training, Munisa is now receiving regular call backs and is confident she will find the 
ǊƛƎƘǘ Ƨƻō ǎƻƻƴΦ {ƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŦǊŜŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻō ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƻǾercome 
her cultural divide. 
 
 
For more information on the job searching program at the North University Community Branch Library, please 
call 858-581-9637. To support a similar program at your branch library, contact the San Diego Public Library 
Foundation at 619-238-6636 or donate now. 

 
 

W 

Munisa Mohamed-Maawy credits the 

Library with giving her the tools she 

needed to get a job. 

άLǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ 

have these free services. 

The Library gave me the 

ǘƻƻƭǎ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƧƻōΦέ 

http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=8820+Judicial+Drive&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92122&country=US
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php


Gracia Molina de Pick: A History of Giving 
 

ou cannot travel far in Logan Heights, San Diego or many 
points around the globe without meeting people with 
stories about how Gracia Molina de Pick has touched their 

lives. Her accomplishments in championing feminist, Chicana and 
human rights are legendary and part of her lasting legacy. 
 
DǊŀŎƛŀΩǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŜǾŜƴ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ 
establishment of The Gracia Molina de Pick & Richard Allen Pick 
Endowment Fund, which supports the Logan Heights Branch 
Library and its education and literacy programming for 
generations to come. 
 
άL ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƴŜŀǊ Ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜΣέ ǎŀȅǎ DǊŀŎƛŀΦ άLǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
love for libraries and my earnest desire to insure access to those in 
a traditionally underserved community that prompted my gift. I 
am delighted that children have access  to the beautiful Logan 
Heights Library, and it is my hope that others will contribute 
ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΦέ 
 

Gracia was born in Mexico City into a family of political reformers. 
!ǘ ŀƎŜ моΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŀǳƴǘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ CǊƛŘŀ YŀƭƘƻΩǎ 
home (where she also met Diego Rivera) and learned from Frida, 
άƎǊŜŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦέ 
 
This lesson helped shape her future. 
 
Gracia attended the Feminist University in Mexico City. She met 
Richard A. Pick, an American visiting Mexico City on business, and in 
1957 they married and moved to San Diego. Gracia worked as a 

teacher and mentor to Mexican American students in National City, co-founded IMPACT, a grassroots 
organization fighting for the civil rights of Mexican-Americans, and taught Peace Corps recruits at San Diego 
State College. As a San Diego Mesa College tenured professor Gracia developed a program that gave birth to 
the first Chicano Studies Department in a community college. She was also founding faculty member of what 
is now Thurgood Marshall College at UCSD.  
 
DǊŀŎƛŀΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ [ŜƎƛslature, the 
California and San Diego Democratic Party, California Rural Legal Assistance and the Centro Cultural de la Raza. 
 
 
To ensure a healthy Library system for our community now and for years to come, please call the Library 
Foundation at 619-238-6638 or donate now. 

 
 
 
 
 

Y 

Gracia Molina de Pick celebrates the 

grand opening of the Logan Heights 

Branch Library with artist Robert Salas. 

 

άLǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

others will contribute 

financially to provide for 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΦέ 

http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=567++South+28th+St&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92113&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=567++South+28th+St&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92113&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php


Maria Gonzalez: My Tale of Literacy 
 

n the day my 10-year-old son Manuel asked for help with 
Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ L ǘǊƛŜŘ ōǳǘ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
his work. Of course, the next day he complained that he 

got the answers wrong. I knew those errors were my fault. I felt so bad 
ǘƘŀǘ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦ LΩŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ 
tutoring at READ/San Diego while attending a program for new 
mothers, but placing that call was the hardest, most embarrassing 
ǘƘƛƴƎ LΩŘ ŜǾŜǊ ŘƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
placed me at the 3

rd
 grade level. 

 
άOne month later, READ/San Diego found me a tutor, the sweetest 
lady I know. Our first year together was about learning only the basics: 
reading, writing and spelling. The biggest obstacle was (and still is) that 
I think in Spanish first. Another problem was that I was in denial, 
assǳƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ άƴƻǊƳŀƭΦέ ²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀǎƪŜŘ 
ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘȅǇƛƴƎΣ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǳǎŜΦ LΩŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘ 
and frustrating. I continued anyway with the tutor, though, and even 
added a computer typing program. 
 

After two more years, my new reading skills allowed me to pass my 
U.S. Citizenship test, which boosted my self esteem so high that I 
decided to study for a GED. READ/San Diego helped again by 
providing a math tutor. The day I passed all my GED tests I was so 
happy that I applied for the Navy Reserve and several months later 
passed that test too. All thanks to my tutor and four years of 
READ/San Diego support. After a three-month computer course, I 
graduated with a typing certificate of 47 wpm, perfect attendance 
and competency in Word, Excel, Lotus and WordPerfect. I was hired 
for a new job. 
 

My accomplishments inspired my husband to go back to school, become a U.S. Citizen, pass the GED and 
qualify for the Navy Reserve. Both of us are now going to college. My goal in ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΩǎ 
encouragement, is to let the world know the importance of literacy and how it affected my life and family. 
{ǘƛƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƪƛŘǎΩ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪΦ aŀƴǳŜƭΣ 
the oldŜǎǘΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƘƛƳΦ .ǳǘ Ƙƛǎ 
brother and sister, who had the benefit of my reading to them, have been successful throughout their 
education.     
 
 
For more information on READ/San Diego, please call 619-527-5475. To support READ/San Diego or any other 
Library programs, please call the Library Foundation at 619-238-6638 or donate now. 

 

άO 

Following her participation in the 

Libraryôs READ/San Diego 

program, Mira Gonzalez passed 

her GED, found a job and became 

active in her childrenôs education. 

 

ά¢he most important thing 

to me is that I can now 

read and understand my 

ǘƘǊŜŜ ƪƛŘǎΩ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪΦέ 

https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/literacyservices
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php


Angel and Evelia Herrerra: Early Childhood Literacy Computers 
 
 

he Early Childhood Literacy Workstations at the new 
Logan Heights Branch Library and North Clairemont 
Branch Library are helping young children gain a valuable 

introduction to reading, learning and literacy concepts.  
 

North Clairemont 
Branch Manager, 
Sharon 
Thomerson, 
reports that the 
workstation at 
her branch is 
always busy. She 
has seen the 

benefits of the workstations first hand, with Angel Herrerra, a 
five-year-old boy who has regularly visited the Library for story 
times and craft programs since he was infant. Angel was very 
reserved and quiet. In fact, he had not spoken a word in his 
many visits to the Library. At least not until he started using 
the special work station. 
 
άL ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŀǿ ƘƛƳ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ Ƴƻther into the Library and he was chatting away like a little bird. Very 
ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΗέ {ƘŀǊƻƴ ǎŀȅǎΦ άI asked his mother, Evelia, about this change. She said it was due to 
the Early Literacy ComputerΦέ 
 
 
 
To support technology in the San Diego Public Library, please call the Library Foundation at 619-238-6638 or 
donate now. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 

Five-year-old Angel Herrerra and his 

mother, Evelia, use the phonics learning 

tool at the North Clairemont Branch 

Library. 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ 

phonics game helped prepare 

Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΣ !ƴƎŜƭΣ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΦέ 

http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=567++South+28th+St&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92113&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=4616+Clairemont+Dr&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92117&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=4616+Clairemont+Dr&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92117&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php


Connie Unger: Creative Volunteer Takes Friends Book Sales Online  
 

ring your expertise and energy and you can find a way to 
ƳŀǘŎƘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ƭƻƴƎǘƛƳŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
volunteer Connie Unger. Connie has lived this mantra the 

past 18 years as a dedicated library volunteer. 
 
ά²ƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ L ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ our young 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǇǎ wŀƴŎƘ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŦǊƻƴǘΣέ /ƻƴƴƛŜ 
says. She became involved because she recognized the importance of 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴ ƛƴ ŀ Ǉŀǎǘ ƭƛŦŜΦέ  
 
Connie helped lead efforts to raise money for the Scripps Miramar Ranch 
Branch Library, which opened in 1993, and served as the second 
president of the newly formed Scripps Ranch Friends of the Library. 
 
The Ungers then moved to La Jolla in 1999, where Connie began 
volunteering at the La Jolla/Riford Branch Library.  
 
Connie quickly noticed that many of the books donated to the La Jolla 
Friends used book sales were top-quality books. She believed they could fetch more if auctioned online.  
 

ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜΣ ǎƻ L ōŜƎŀƴ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ Ŝ.ŀȅΣέ ǎƘŜ 
says.  
 
Over the past five years, Connie has helped facilitate the sale of 
more than 1,000 books on eBay, earning $15,000 in sales for the 
Library.  
 
ά9ǾŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǘŎƘŜŘΣέ /ƻƴƴƛŜ ƴƻǘŜǎΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
impact of those sales is doubled. 
 
 

If you would like to join Connie in supporting the Library, please call the Library Foundation at 619-238-6638 
or donate now. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ά. 

Connie Unger uses her creativity 

and strong business sense to 

improve the Friendôs of the 

Library used book sales. 

 

ά.ǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ 

energy and you can find a 

way to match it to a need 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦέ 

http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=10301+Scripps+Lake+Dr&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92131&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=10301+Scripps+Lake+Dr&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92131&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=7555+Draper+Ave&city=La+Jolla&state=CA&zipcode=92037&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php


Bob Perez: Adult Literacy Instruction at the Library 
 

t 88, Bob Perez is enjoying life. He is retired from a successful 
career in construction, delights in regular bike rides and working 
on his home of more than 60 years, and is often visited by his 

four children and several grandchildren. Recently, though, Bob decided 
there was one thing still missing from his life ς an education. 
 
Growing up during the Great Depression in the 1930s in a small farming 
community outside of Los Angeles, Bob was required to stop school 
after only a few years to work with his family. While his childhood 
employment taught him many of the skills he would need to succeed in 
construction later in life, Bob was forced to adopt a variety of coping 

mechanisms to overcome his illiteracy. 
 
άL ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ L ǳǎŜŘ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣέ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ 
.ƻōΦ ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƭƛŦŜ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ Ƴȅ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŎƻǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ 
easy. I spent many days scared about what problems I might get into because I cƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘΦέ 
 

Following several years in the Navy, Bob settled in San Diego in 1945. 
²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ нллс 
that he decided to pursue an education. 
 
άL Ǝƻǘ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ Ŏard ever at the age of 84 and began going to 
the Serra Mesa-Kearny Mesa Branch LibraryΣέ ǎŀȅǎ .ƻōΦ άL ǿƻǳƭŘ 
check out books for very young children, take them home and try to 
read them. One day, a Librarian asked me who the books were for, 

ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ w9!5 ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜΦέ 
 
READ/San Diego is a free adult literacy instruction service provided by the San Diego Public Library. Each year, 
READ/San Diego assists more than 1,000 adult students from various backgrounds and learning levels. The 
American Library Associatiƻƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǘƻǇ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ ƛǘ ŀ άƳƻŘŜƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦέ  
 
 άL ŦŜƭǘ ǎƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣέ ǎŀȅǎ .ƻōΦ άLǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ 
such ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ LǘΩǎ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ 
ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΦέ 
 
 ά¢ƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ w9!5κ{ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ς that it is never too 
laǘŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘŜΣέ ǎŀȅǎ .ƻōΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǘǳǘƻǊΣ 9ǊƛŎŀ !ƎǳƛƭƭƻƴΦ άLǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
to get to work with Bob and to witness the evolution of his goals and perspective on life. I would encourage 
anyone with a need to use this proƎǊŀƳΦέ 
 
While Bob acknowledges there are challenges that come with beginning an education at such a late age, he is 
confident the program can help anyone who is looking to improve their literacy skills. ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƻƭŘ 
ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ 
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ w9!5κ{ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ tǳōƭƛŎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΦέ 
 
For more information on READ/San Diego, please call 619-527-5475. To support the program, contact the San 
Diego Public Library Foundation at 619-238-6636 or donate now. 

A 

Eighty-eight-year-old Bob Perez 

proves you can gain literacy skills 

at any age. 

 

άL Ǝƻǘ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŎŀǊŘ 

ŜǾŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ упΧȅƻǳ 

ŀǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƻƭŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΦέ 

http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=9005+Aero+Dr&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92123&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/literacyservices
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php


Judy Eby: Bringing a Love of Music and Education to the Library 
 
ǳŘȅ 9ōȅΩǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ Ƴirrors who she is: 
passionate about music and education, committed to 
giving back to her community and a tireless and 

enthusiastic volunteer who leads by example. 
 
Those who know Judy describe her love of music and her 
fondness for sharing it with the community. Judy has founded 
numerous library choirs and musical ensembles and started a 
middle school chorus and high school ensemble at the Point 
Loma/Hervey Branch Library. 
 
ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǎƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƛǘ 
ǘǊǳƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ WǳŘȅΦ ά¢ƻ ƳŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
essence of what libraries are about ς helping people of all 
ages to continue tƻ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎΦέ 
 

To further support musical programming, Judy and her late husband, 
Richard, generously donated a piano to the Point Loma/Hervey 
Branch Library in 2003. Recently, Judy also donated a piano for the 
Haas Community Room at the new Logan Heights Branch Library, 
naming the piano in honor of longtime Logan Heights Library 
volunteer Connie Zuniga. Judy also had the forethought to establish 
endowment funds for maintaining the pianos. 
 
WǳŘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦ 
.ŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎing in 2007, the couple became 
Carnegie Society Members, formally including the Library in their 
estate plans. 

 
άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ and professionally, so it is 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣέ ǎŀȅǎ WǳŘȅΦ 
 
 
To learn more about becoming a Carnegie Society Member and supporting the Library, please call the Library 
Foundation at 619-238-6638 or donate now. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

J 

Longtime Library supporter and volunteer 

Judy Eby leads a story time at the annual 

Childrenôs Book Festival.  

 

άTo me, this is the essence 

of what libraries are about 

ς helping people of all ages 

to continue to grow and 

expand their horizons.έ 

http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?address=3701+Voltaire+St&city=San%20Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92107&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?address=3701+Voltaire+St&city=San%20Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92107&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=567++South+28th+St&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92113&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/waystohelp/endowments
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/waystohelp/carnegie
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php


aŀǊƛŀ CŜŘŜǊƛŎƻΥ ! CŀƳƛƭȅ ¢Ƙŀǘ wŜŀŘǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΧ  
 

aria Federico brings her youngest children to 
the Valencia Park/Malcolm X Branch Library 
twice a month to attend the Families for 

Literary programs (FFL) ς an activity that is making a big 
difference for her son, Oscar Acevedo. 
 
άIŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ L ŘƛŘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣέ aŀǊƛŀ 
says. When he received a book from FFL, Maria told staff, 
άhǎŎŀǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΧƘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ 
down since! He took it to school the next day and I have 
to tell him to put it aside so he can go to sleep. But I 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘΦ LΩƳ ǎƻ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦέ 
 
FFL is operated by READ/San DiegoΣ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ award-
winning adult literacy program, and introduces low-
ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ 
services. It teaches parents and grandparents to be a 
child's first and foremost teacher. 
 

Enrolled families attend classes twice a month and are 
encouraged to read at home. However, many homes, 
particularly those with low-literate adults, do not have 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ books to read. With a generous grant from 
QUALCOMM, approximately 500 children and 
parents/caregiversτ110 families in allτrecently 
received 3,000 new books to build home libraries. 
 
Showing that the program is for the entire family, Maria 
even brings three-month-old Anna Victoria to class. As a 
mother, she is excited and pleased with how much the 
program is helping all of them. As a result of attending 
the family literacy program, Maria has more patience 
and more confidence as a parent and proudly reports 
ǘƘŀǘΣ άǘƘŜ whole ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜŀŘǎ ƳƻǊŜΦέ 

 
 
To help support the Families for Literacy program or other literacy programs at the Library, please call the 
Library Foundation at 619-238-6638 or donate now. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

M 

Oscar Acevedo shows a strawberry snack craft 

he made at a recent Families for Literacy event. 

Oscarôs mother credits the program with 

helping the entire family read more. 

 

άOscar loved the book of poetry so 

ƳǳŎƘΧƘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǎƛƴŎŜΗ 

He took it to school the next day 

and I have to tell him to put it 

aside so he can go to sleep. But I 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘΦ LΩƳ ǎƻ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƘŜ 

is reading.έ 

http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=5148+Market+St&city=San+Diego&state=CA&zipcode=92114&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/literacyservices
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/literacyservices
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/literacyservices
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php


 

Harle G. Montgomery: A Legacy of Support 
 

lthough Harle G. Montgomery lives in the same 
neighborhood where she spent her childhood ς La Jolla ς 
her influence and impact have reached far beyond San 

Diego. Through the Kenneth and Harle Montgomery Foundation, 
she generously contributes to numerous organizations, including 
the San Diego Public Library. Above all, it is her visionary 
leadership and willingness to be at the forefront of change that 
has had a profound influence on our community. 
 
The Kenneth and Harle Montgomery Foundation's $1 million gift 
was instrumental in the renovation of the La Jolla/Riford Branch 

Library in 2004, and in 2008 Harle helped launch the San Diego 
Children's Book Festivalτa free event that educated and 
enriched more than 12,000 people in its two years of existence.  
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΣέ IŀǊƭŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ άLǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
have access to litŜǊŀŎȅΣ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊΦέ 
 

Harle has also had a profound impact on the library through her 
connection with Dr. Isabel Schon, the preeminent researcher and 
reviewer of Spanish language and culture books for youth. 
Through Harle's strategic leadership and financial commitment, 
the Isabel Schon International Center for Spanish Books for Youth 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ tǳōƭƛŎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƴƻǿ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
access to thousands of high-quality Spanish-language books. 
 
άIŀǊƭŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ tǳōƭƛŎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜǎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΣέ ǎŀȅǎ 5ǊΦ 
{ŎƘƻƴΦ άhǘƘŜǊ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
inspiration aƴŘ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
Harle is also excited about the progress with the New Central 
Library, which will include greatly expanded children and teen 

areas in addition to the Schon Center. 
 
ά{ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ-class city and deserves a Central Library which can support the needs of the entire 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣέ IŀǊƭŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά!ƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 
deserve the chance to better themselves, and the new library will greatly expand opportunities for all San 
5ƛŜƎŀƴǎΦέ 
 
 
To join Harle in supporting the Library, call the Library Foundation at 619-238-6638 or donate now. 
 
 
 
 

A 

Harle G. Montgomery has been 

instrumental in strengthening Library 

programs and services to benefit the 

San Diego community. 

 

άThe library has always 

been central to my life. LǘΩǎ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ 

young families have access 

to literacy, learning and all 

that the library has to 

ƻŦŦŜǊΦέ 

 

http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=7555+Draper+Ave&city=La+Jolla&state=CA&zipcode=92037&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=7555+Draper+Ave&city=La+Jolla&state=CA&zipcode=92037&country=US&cid=lfmaplink
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/bookfestival
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/bookfestival
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/projects/schon
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/centrallibrary/aboutproject
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/centrallibrary/aboutproject
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_sec.php

